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MYSTERIOUS BANK
ROBBERY SOLVED

Perpetrators of

Daring Crime

Now Serving Terms Behind
Prison Bars.

WOMAN CAUSES ARREST OF THE GUILTY MEN

Divorced and Neglected Wife of Accessory to
Deed Unearths Evidence Which Leads to
Their Punishment—How National In-
stitution at Lima, O., Was Plun-

dered of Owver

$18,000 Seven

Years Ago—Officers Long

Suspecte

d of Tak-

ing Money.

Boven vears ago the American na-
tional banl at Lima, 0., was robbed of
$18,232, the money having been taken
from the vaults sometime between Sat-
urday night and Monday morning, but
Just when and by whom was unknown
until the last few weeks., Now, Elijah
Bowsher, the trusted Jjanitor of Lhe
bank at the time of the rolibery, and
Thomas K, Wilkins, an Insurance
agent at Limna, are behind prison wallis
in the penitentlary at Columbus, O,
serving out sentences of seven and five
years respectively, for the crime, the
former as principal and the latter as
accessory, both convicted on pleas of
guilty in open court and sentenced
without a trial,

Tha story of the robbery and the
final detection of the gulity reads like |
fiction, It s more interesting, Loecause
true, than any of the novels ever writ- |
1en by "0ld Sleuth,” Lhe famous delec-
tive author,

Discovery of Robbhery.

The fact that the bank had evidently
been robbed was first made kKnown to
the cushier, Gus Kalb, by Janitor Bow-
sher on the morning of Moniday, De-
cember 26, 1898, then a holiday be-|
cause Christmas of that year fell on
Sunday, He went to the home of the
cashier and informed him that he had
fonnd the door of the bank vault open.

An lnvestigation followed and the
rabbery wis discovered. The only sus-
picious fact, however, when Cashier
Kalb entered the bank that forenoon,
was that the outer vault door was
open. The janer door was bolted se-
curely, the time lock apparently not
having been tampered with and the
mechanism of all the combipation

locks working properly, How had the
robbors secured an entrance? This
was a mystery that it has taken seven

dent of the banlk, N, L. Michael, had
locked the vault doors and the sufes
the Saturday night befors the discov-
ery of the robbery, setting the Ume
iock to run down on Monday noon, ap-

parently defying an entrance until
then,
When the cashler pulled the outer

vault door open on that fateful Mon-
day morning nothing within indleated
that the other locks had been manipu-

lated. Nothing appeared to be disturb-
£u Yot when the Inner vault was
reached and the safe opened the $18.-
342 placed there the Suturday night be-
fore was gone.

Who had taken I1t?

It seemed ridiculous to accuse Bow-
sher, the jaultor, of manipulating the |
burglarsprool locks and then placing|
them again in the condition they were
when found. II

| real estale

If not the work of skilled profession-
al burglars, the roblLery must, so it
was reasoned, have been done by the
bunk officers, and during all these years
theé cashier and wice president, Mr.
Kalb and Mr, Michael, have been un-
der the ban of susplcion. Thelr names,
spotless before, were tarnished unjust.
ly with the erime of theft

Officers Suspected of Crime.

Immodiately after the robbery the
Pinkerton agency and a gcora of pri-
vate detectives, some of them pald and
others influenced by the large rewards
offered, went to work on the case. Fol-
lowing the clue that it was the Lank
officers that did it, Cashier Kalb angd
Vice Preéaldent Michael were arrested
and jndicted by the grand jury,

While the cnses agalnst them were
afterwards dismissed Uecanse of lack
of evidence, they were Dbelleved Dby
many to be guilty.

Finnlly Bowsher, the janftor, was ar-
rested. Nothing, however, could be
proven against him and he was re.
leased and the Lima bank robbery con-
tinued a mystery that baffled solution
on the part of the best detective talent
of the country,

Arrest Due to Woman,
It remained for a woman, neglected,

divorced and scorned—refusad the
money that, in part, had quieted her
tongue—10 unearth the evidence that

led to the arrest of the gullty party.
Janitor Bowsher and her hushand,
Thomas K. Wilkins, an accomplice in
the erime. This woman was the (i
vorced wife of Wilkins. Ten years ago
alie waz 4 soclety woman at Lima, the |

daughter of a leading railroad u:li--.:u,:

She was pretty and accomplished
and, untll gome years after her mar-
ringe ro Wilkins, did not know what

want was, Wilkins was the son of a

dealer at Lima, a man of |
considerable wenlth, and at the time of |
their marriage had but just been ad- |
mitted to the proactice of law and had
a4 promising future,

During the Arst few years of their
married life the young couple lived in
luxnry in one of the handsomest resl-
dences in Lima, But, as they do In
many married lives, the days of
neglect and abuse cnme and then Mrs.
Wilking sued for and obtained a di-
vorce, Then, denied the payment of
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her alimony, and denigd money from

Bowsher, she resolved to tell the se-

cret she had kept g0 muny vears,
Janitor Is Accused,

Her story was told lo A. L. Freetl,
the deputy sheriff at Lima, who, of her
own volltion, she took Into her confl-
dence, She sald that Bowsher commit-
ted the robbery and that Wilking was
an accsssory before and after the fact,
Her story, {n substance, was that Bow.

gher had frequently told Wilkins what
an easy matter It would be for him
ta rob the bank.

What to do with the money after he
had secured it to avold susplelon, both-
ered him, and for 118 investment and
handling he took Wilkinsg Into his con-
fidence. On the morning after the rob-
bery, Mra, Wilkins related;, her hus-
band came home with hls pockets
stulfed with money, geveral thongands
of dollara In bills of dixersnt denomi-
natlons and gold coin, He wad some-
what under the Influence of lquor at
the time and did not know where to
hide the money,

“Well, Lige has done the job,” he
sald, “and this I8 my share of It,"

Finally the money was hidden In a
tornl sofa at their home, and from this
plaes It wnpa talken as each needed It
from time to time—a fortune In their

WTH WELL SINULATED
DISHAY HE WOTETED
HeARLE G THE ROBELERY

MNHT SECERED

them happiness,

In a few years the money was all |
gone, Fyally, for neglect and eruelty, |
elie abtained a divorce from him, leav- |
Ing soon afterwanl o reside with an |
tucle near Fort Wayne, Ind.

Within a few months Wilkins fol-
wowed her and for a time their differ- |
ences were patehed: up and they lived
tegether, only to be separated agaln
by his dissipation.

He returned to Lima. Thither she
followed him, vainly endeavoring to
gel money for her support. It was then
the Blow was struck that made her re-
sulve to tell all,

Plan to Secure Evidence,

The story slie told Deputy Sherlft
Freet, while presenting a strong case,
iacked the convineing prool necessary
to  secure conviction. The deputy
sheriff reported the matter o William
Klinger, the prosecuting attorney of
the county, and it was then the plan
wius formed to entrap Bowsher and
Wilkins and secure evidence thal
would convict them on their own testi-

wony, and (n this get of the drama
Mrs, Wilkins was to play the star
part.

With tha knowledge she possessed, It
was not a hard matter for her to ar-
range a meeting with the two implicat-
¢d men. The meeting was held in a
Fouse at Lima which she was tempor-
crily making her home. It was fixel
up previously by the officers for the
meeting and arranged so that they
counld hear the entire conversation be-
tween the three without being seen.

It was o story and a half house, A
Lole was cut through the celllng abova
the room in which the meeting was
held, the lath and plastering being re-
moved, but leaving the paper on, This
wis, however, perforated with small
holes g0 as to gllow the sounds from
below to coma through, Located in
Lhis garret, cne conld hear a conversa-
fion held In the vroom below,

In this garret previpus to the meel-
g of Mra: Wilkking with Wilkins and
Bowsher three men were concealed, |
Deputy Sherlft Freet, Walter M. Spotd, |
the court stenographer, aml a privale
delective, Each of them had mega-
phones: They could hear distinetly the
slightegt whisper, and the court sten-
pgrapher could transeribe every word
of the conversation.

Ilmmediately after the arrival of
Wilkins and Bowsher, Mra. Wilking re.
newed her plen to Wilkins for his pay-
ment of the monthly alimony alloweil
her by the court in the divorce pro-
ceedings, Both men wers given to une-
derstand that this must be pald.

Then began a discussion between
Bowsher and Wilkinsg ns (o the abill
ties of each to pay and what they hud
done with the stolen money.

How Robbery Was Executed.

At lust the payments of the alimony
seemed to be arranged by HBowsher
ngreeing to fix it, and then Mrs, Wil-
kins, for the beneflt of the auditors
{a the garret above, gulded the con-
vergation into a parration of how ths
1obbery was planned and executed.

“Tell ua, Lige.” she sald, “how you
dla the job at the bank. 1 have often
wanled lo know." Aud then Bowsher

told the atory of how he had taken the
money from the bank vault,

He had been around =a long ne
janitor that he had learned much aliout
the mechanism of the vault locks, He
was satsified that he could allow him-
gelf to be locked In the vaull and then
work himsaelf ont agnin.

Thia is what he did on the night of
the robbory, using as U8 tools only an
ordinary wrench and a serewdriver of
n common kind, When Qashier Kalb
und' Viee Presldent Micheal were pres
paring that night to close up the bank

Bowsher slipped Inte the vault uwnolb=
served and was locked in. By tinfasi-
ening thumbserawsa and bolts to the

fnner and outer doors he worked his
way to the bank office agaln within a
few moments after the officers lefe In.

With the combination to the Inslda
safe he secured the money, then, fixing
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| possession, and yet it did not bring| the vanlt doors and leaving the outer
fone

*i:u'. he had the scheme fixed to
fust sugpicion on the bank officers.

This was the story he told, given
kers In substance only., Bvery word
ol ity with tha entire conversation he-
tween him and Wilking and his wife,
wis taken down by the stenographer
.1 the garret aliove and convineing evi-
dence of the guilt of the two men was
fixed.

Their arrest
days each

followed, TFor n few
denied his gullt, Finally,
sveing the web so closely woven about
Lim, Bowsher confessed and, going
with the prosecuting attorney and the
sleriff to the bank, showed them just
Low he had committed the robbery.

He allowed himseld to be locked in
the vault, the combination locks to
Loth doors and the time lock being set,
snd In eight minutes he had worke:l
himself out.

Guilty Men Sent to Jail

On the following day he appeared in
court, pleaded guilty and received hia
sentence. Wilkins held out for a few
days longer and then confessed to hav-
g received part of the stolen money.
Ay renson of her having turned state’s
evidence, mno action was  brought
ngainst Mrs, Wilkins.

Bowsher has some real estate, par%
at it heing in his wife’'s name. 8he, it
geems, until his arrest, knew nothing
ui his gullt in regard to the robhery.
Not long after it occurred Bowsher in-
vested In Ohlo oll lands,

They proved profitable and his pros-
perity and land holdings were thus ex-
plalned, diverting suspleion of his
pudlt, It I8 belleved at Lima that he
nas money hidden and that he also has
mvestments in such a shape as not to
L' reached by law.

He was never extravagant In his

| spendings and sinece the bank robbery

das been industrious. He will serve his
term in prison and then be a free man
v zet what enjoyment he can, with a
cullty consclence, out of his stolen
wealth, Possibly, long before his sen-
tence explres he will make restitution
to the bank of the money inken,
What money Willkins recelved long
witee disappeared as a result of his
(issipated hablis, He will come out of
prigpn, in five years, a poor man,
FRANK DILDIN I,

Modern Animals,

“1t is 0 great mistake to conclude
tnat 1t 18 & law of natire that recent
enimals are all small and insignificant
as compared with their representatives
i the pust," spys a sclentist. “*That 13
smply not true. Recent horses are big-
ger than extinetones, and much bigger
than the three-toed and four-toed an-
cestors of horses, Recent elephants
are as big as any that have existed,
wnd much blgger than thelr early ele.
phantine ancestors. ‘There pever had
veen any creature of any kind—mam-
mal, reptile, bird or flsh—In any geo-

logical period we know of so big na
gome of the existing whaley,”
His Favorite,
it Insurance Magnslo—What ls

your favorite theatrical productiea®

Becond Insurance Magnate—"0Othoer
People's Money.” — Baltimore Awmer
ican,
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Burenu of Forestry Doing Good Work
in This Direction — Better
Methods in Uses.

In the states of the middle weat
there Is proseing need of more trees,
both for wood and for windhreaks and
ahelter-belts. This nded has been felt
slnee the prairies were first settled, but
fhe attempts made to supply [t have,

NOT A TRACE LEFT

Rheumatiam Thoroughly Cured by
Dr. Willlams® Pink Pills for
Pale People.

There is ona romedy that will eurs
rthoumatism in nany of ita forms and so
thoronghly eradicate tha disense from
the system that the curs is perinanent,
This remody is Dy, Williams®' Pinle Pilla
for Pale People and the prooi of the
statoment i foand in the experienes of
Be. T. 8. Wagnr, of No. 78 Academy

stroet, Watorbown, N.Y, Hea says:

“Tho pain wnas in my joints and my
saffarings for over tawo yenrd was beyood
desoription. Thers was an intense pain

| in my shonaldors that pravented mo from

as a4 rile, fallen short of the henefits |

which might have been secured. The
early planting was done ¢hiefly for the
gake of ornament or shade; the useful-
ness of the specles for wood was sal-
dom considerad, In many cases, nlio
t1ees wepre planted outsida of the rango

to which they were adapted, and on
€01l and In loeations unfavorable to
them. On the other hand, many valu-

alle species were neglected,

Bxperience has now furnighed the
basls for betler practies. Various kinds
cf trees can be grown in these regions
which will serve just ag well for pro-
tection and ornament as those whichi
have been most used, and which at the
same (ime will furnish valuable wood
For several years the forest servico
Las been been investigating this sub-
jeet, says the Pralrle Farmer, with roe-
sults which are recognized throughout
the prairie region as of great practival
vialue, The consista of teld
stitdies of the existing forest growil,
Foth nataral and planted, of its rela-
tion to soll and climatle conditlons,
and of the c¢ffect of wvarlous cultural
methods,

In carrying on the work forest serv-
ice field parties examine and make
nisasurements of repregentative groves,
From these measurements volume and
¥ield tables are made which show the
1eturns in cordwood, posts, stalies and
umber to he expected in a4 glvén time
for each of the species studied; In ad-
dition to the measurements, the char-
acteristics of growth and repraduction
of the are ngted, and wvaluable
data on the natural distribution and ad-
vigable planting range obtained

The work in the eastern part of the
two Dakotas, Minnesotna, Tili-
rois, sastern Nebraska and western
Kansas has been publishad, giving in-
formation concerning the speclies most
cuitable to the loeallty, and telling
now and where to plan them. Bulleting
the same clhiaracter covering other
gtates are in preparation. This sum-
mer lowa was studield, and later other
siates of the middle west, until the
whole rowlon ig coversd, Considerabla
tree planting has been done in some of

work

troey

western

thiese states, oceasionally with eom-
plete success; but there have heen
many total fajlures, and many at-
tempts soccessful only in part, As a
rule, thae lack of guecess was due Lo
iack of knowledge how amd what ta

plant. But these plantations, whether

suecesatul or not. provide valuable ob- |

ject lessons in respect to future plant-
ing,

GIRDLING GRAPEVINES.
What One Vineyardist Has to Bay

Begarding the Method as
Used by Him.

1 have girdled grapevines and seen it
done for about 40 yeors, since | was a4
small boy: my father has done it nearly
pvery year. Theeffect Is not so marked,
I think, if o large branch i girdled as
when it is a small one. The theory of
eirdling, as I have it, is that the sap of
the grape passes up through the wood
and down between wooil and bark. The
proper time for the operation is from
June 25 to July 5. Take, for instance, a
branch like A, vemove the bhark clean
or It will do no good. B shows bark re-

(o T )

THE GIRDLED 8ECTIONS.

—

moved. On the principle I have sug-
gegted, continues the correspondent of
the Rural New Yorker, while this sepa-
raution 18 In force, the sap passes up and
coming back cannot pass the bare wood,
but from above and below iU beging to
make new wood, as shown in C and D,
In five or six weeks it will look some-
thing llka D, and be healed so that the
anp will low ps usual, You will notiee,
however, that the vine above the cut
is sivikingly enlarged. 1 imagine tha
root may have suffergd during the sop.
aration, though the vine will
none the worse for It, but during the
geparation that partinular branch will
aoutgrow the others both in follage and
frult. The grapes on that glrdled branch
can be easily pleked out, as they run
nmong the others. The bunches will be
larger and handsomer, and grapes larger
and they will ripen a few days earlier
and be superior fruit.

Hungary’'s Horses for Japan.

To free themselves from their de
pendence on Australia for hories, the
Japanese government 18 moking large
purchases of horses in Hungary,

ideeling In'' Trees,

Untie sach nursery bundle and stand
the tree side by side in a trench deop
enongh to cover the rools and lower
part of trunk. lucline the Lroes at an

angla shovel in a  good lot of moist
oarth and teamdp It down, Select a
fheltered, wellsdrained spot for this

“heoling in" operation.—Farm Journal

The president of a lumbering com-
pany 0 South Carelinn says his com-
pany s convincad that by foilowingz
tha plans mapped out by the nuational
kurean of forestry Lhoey cah Brow
lember ot G0 cents per thousand feet

appesr |

aleepingand I wonld get up and walle
the flooratiight, When ITbhegnn taking
Dr. Willinms' Pink Pilla the improve-
moent was gradml, but by the time I had
talcen four boxes I was entively cured
and I have not had the slightost tonch
of rhenmatism since that time,”

Mr, Waogar's wife is nlso enthusinstio
in her endorsement of Dy, Willinina®
Pink Pills. She saya: “T have tried the
Ei]lu myself for stomach trouble and

ave experienced great relief from their
use, My danghter, Mrs, Atwood, of
Gill street, Watertown, has nsed them
for female weakness and was mueh bon-
efited by them. I regard Dr. Willinms'
Pink Pills for Pale Peoplo s an ex-
tremely voluable family medicine.**

Dr. Willinms' Pink Pills have cured the
worst enses of Dloodlessness, indigestion,
influenza, headnclies, backnches, lnm-
bago, scintica, nenralgin, nervonsness,
gpinnl wenlmess, and the special all-
ments of givls and women whose bload
supply becomes wealk, seanty or irregn-
Iar. Thegenuine De. Willinms' Pink Pills
are ganrantesd to be fres from opintes or
any hormfal deogs and cinnor injore
the most delicate system At all dyng-
gists or from the Dr. Willinms Medi-
cine Co., Schenectndy, N.Y., postpnid,
on receipt of price, 60 cents per box,
glx boses for $3.60.

orthwest

From the Great Lakes to
the Pacific ocean and between
all the important centers of
the Northwest, the Northern

Pacific has ‘direct routes,
“ Northern Pacific' means
comfortable trains, quick

transit, conveniences and at-
Ask for
time card before making your
next trip into Northern Wis-
consin, Minnesota, North Da-
kota, Montana, Idaho, Wash-
ington, Oregon, or DBritish
Columbia.

A request will bring infor-
mation concerning
service and time¢. You have
only to ask.

“Waonderland 1905"  will
help you arrange next sum-
mer's vacation trip. Send
six cents in stamps,

tentions en route.

rites,

Northern

Pacific
Railway

A. M, CLELAND
@enoral Passenger Agent
St Paul, Minn,

CURES [50c.and $1.00.|

Swine Disease
miljog Cholera

Butid lor Clroulur with Direotions,
Cr. EATIL 8, SLOAN, 615 Albany 6t Doston Maso,

i
Bond e ymr sddrees

wind W o ll s

bow o ke @i e

Whaojutaly suwel

furnleh the work and teach you free, you werk
o bpenlily =tinow o liva
wtpiain (hel tully, s -
b B g mwery iy o monr i, abesslnialy saira,

CUTLER'S s

Bend wa goie add ress sod we

srogts POCKET INHALER
GﬂAﬁEﬁ‘l:ﬁU GATAHBH Jronchitis, Inolp-

{unt Qonsumpblon
Foranls by
W, I?. SMITH & CU., BUFFALD, M. Y., Pruprisloms.




